
 
 

SAFE WORK PRACTICE 

TITLE Load Securement 

GENERAL Cargo being transported on the highway must remain secured on or within the 
transporting vehicle. And improperly secured load can result in loss of life, loss of load, 
damage to cargo, damage to vehicle, a crash, fines, or the vehicle being removed from 
service. APPLICATION Under all conditions  

PROTECTIVE 
MECHANISMS 

Personal Protective Equipment 

SELECTION 
AND USE 

Job requirement 

SUPERVISOR 
RESPONSIBILITY 

To facilitate and/or provide proper instruction to their workers on 
protection requirements 

WORKER 
RESPONSIBILITY 

1. Adequately secure and properly distribute cargo  

2. Always use tailgate, doors, tarps, carry spare tire, chains and straps according to 

load.  

3. Do not obscure drivers’ view  

4. Do not block emergency equipment  

5. Do not block vehicle exits.  

6. Check vehicle structure for obvious damage, distress, weakened parts and 

weakened sections. If they exist do not use.  

7. Tiedown must be designed, constructed, and maintained so that the driver can 

tighten it  

8. Do not use knots.  

9. Attach and secure tiedowns to prevent objects from coming loose or unfastened 

or released during transit.  

10. Use a minimum of 1 tied down for every five feet or foe every 500kg of load.  

11. The steeper the tiedown angle, the less shifting  

12. Ensure parking brake is engaged on heavy equipment before securing.  

13. Use a minimum of 4 tiedowns for large equipment.  

14. Chain heavy equipment at the front and rear using the mounting points of the 

equipment used for this purpose.   

 

 
* The information presented in this publication is intended for general use and may not apply to every 
circumstance.  It is not a definitive guide to government regulations and does not relieve persons using 
this publication from their responsibilities under applicable legislation 

 


